Texas Airports Council
General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, May 12, 2009

1:00-2:00 P.M.

Renaissance Hotel, Austin, TX

1. Call to Order.

President Tim O’Krongley called the meeting to order thanking everyone for attending.  Everyone introduced themselves and their affiliations.

2. Minutes.

The minutes of the General Membership Meeting of Wednesday, April 16, 2008, were reviewed by members.  A motion was made by Mark Nelson, supported by Gary Hawkins, to approve the minutes.  Motion carried.

3. Financial Reports.

The financial reports for the months of April and May to the present date, were presented by Hud Hopkins.  Mr. Hopkins discussed the ending balance including monies being paid out for TAC’s involvement in this year’s Texas Aviation Conference, including the golf tournament, reception prior to the awards banquet, and the wine for speaker and new member gifts.  A motion was made by Timothy Fousse, supported by Gary Hawkins, to receive the financial report.  Motion carried.

4. Legislative Update
John Happ gave a brief synopsis of current Legislative issues that TAC had been involved in this year.  The Airport Authority Legislation passed.  New Legislation also authorizes TxDOT to be the broker for all contracts and grants as a pass-through representative.  TxDOT Aviation’s opinion was this legislation would help many GA Airports who do not have the means to handle contracts for capital improvement works.

Senate Bill 4671 presented by Zaffarini would take revenues received from the tax on all aviation parts, fuel, etc., and allocate it for airport use.  All the tax money collected now goes to the general fund.

As of the date of this membership meeting, the Bill was still in Senate Finance and had not come out of the committee .  Mr. Happ advised the head of the Finance Committee was Senator Ogden and urged members to have their representatives contact them to push this Bill through.  Mr. Happ advised all airports need to support this issue, even if it does not pass this year and not give up on it.  

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Division successfully campaigned for legislation several years ago to get sales tax generated from parks admittance, hunting licenses, etc., dedicated to park maintenance and activities.

John also reminded members that TAC is a member of Tex21 and they had lobbyist who managed these bills and kept the Board of Directors informed of pending issues and legislation that may affect aviation/airports.

5. General Discussion.

A. Mark Nelson discussed steps being taken towards a four- year comprehensive aviation program at UNT/Denton in conjunction with the Denton Flight School.  UNT is currently moving forward to put together a curriculum in Airport Management and other technical aviation related jobs/needs.

B. Aviation Workshops/Seminars

TAC members discussed hosting one-day training seminars as has been done in the past covering topics needed by its members to help train maintenance, lineservice staff, etc.  In the past TAC has hosted Airport Management 101, Airfield Maintenance , Lighting Maintenance and basic FBO/Lineservice Safety & Testing Operations.  The TAC is planning on hosting similar seminars in 2010 and has asked the membership to contact a TAC officer regarding any specific topics that might be beneficial in the training of staff or airport boards/committees.
C. Seadog.  Members discussed SeaDog –the disaster relief help organization.  Membership agreed that communications needed to be better and that help needed during disasters from other airports and/or individuals may have been sent away because Seadog did not know who these people were.  TAC feels this is a very important issue that should be pursued so there is some kind of coordination and communication, preferably on a state level through TxDOT Aviation Division so all the help that is needed can be provided and received.

It was suggested that the Seadog Commander needs an “aviation oriented” representative at his command post during disasters to help with these efforts.

D. Paul Smith representing TXAA encouraged interaction between their association and TAC.  He felt that many of the issues and concerns expressed in this meeting today could jointly be handled and resolved by both organizations working hand-in-hand.

E. Tim O’Krongley recognized the current Board Members for all their personal time and work in handling matters of the Council.  He recognized Barbara Hitchcock of San Antonio International Airport for all the extra efforts she provided him as President and the rest of the Council Board.  Tim presented Barbara with a plaque for her outstanding work this past two years.  
6. Slate of Officers

Tim O’Krongley presented the proposed slate of officers to the general membership as follows:


Darci Neuzil-President


John Happ-Vice President


Gary Hawkins-2nd Vice President


Hud Hopkins-Secretary


Timothy Fousse-Treasurer


Kenneth Wiegand-Member at Large


Mike Sayers-Member at Large


Kristi Taylor-Member at Large

Nominations were open.  Hearing none,  a motion was made by Mark Nelson, supported by Jeff Bilyeu that the nominations be closed and the slate of officers be accepted.  Motion carried.

7. Tim O’Krongley then turned the gavel over to the new President, Darci Neuzil.  Darci presented Tim with a clock for all his work and dedication to the Council and particularly for service as President the past year and a-half.
Meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 

